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The TEEC has grown tremendously over its thirty years. 
From a small start of about 300 students, we grew to 
1500 by 2002 and almost doubled in the last three years 
to 2800 students! 

Part of this growth has been greater involvement by 
our constituent churches. The Methodists, for example, 
entrusted us with the training of all their lay preachers 
from 2003.

Another part of our growth has been our determination 
to keep abreast of developments in educational trends in 
South Africa. Since 1994 the SA government committed 
itself to Outcomes Based Education (OBE), with its 
emphasis on being thoroughly contextual and learner-
centred. Our churches have always insisted on being 
contextual, so this wasn’t too great a shift for us all. So 
the TEEC took a leading role in the Standards Generating 
Body which designed the now-registered national unit 
standards based qualifi cations for theological education. 
And the TEEC was the fi rst institution in South Africa 
to implement any of these qualifi cations. By September 
2004 we achieved accreditation from the Council on 
Higher Education to offer the new Bachelor of Theology 
degree and the Diploma in Theology and Ministry. By 
mid-2005 we had completed all requirements for 
registration with the Department of Education, although 
we are still (March 2006!) waiting for confi rmation from 
that Department.

2005 was our fi rst year of offering the BTh and Dip Th 
Min. We believe it was a successful launch, given this these 
qualifi cations are of a higher level than the minimum’s 
required by the old Diploma in Theology. We had the 
opportunity to make adjustments to both our course 
material and assessments for 2006. The popularity of 
these new courses is amply shown by the 30% and more 
increase in registrations in those courses for 2006.

EQUIPPING
ANYONE,  ANYWHERE

FOR MINISTRY

NOW

• Award in Theology
(available in English, Zulu, Xhosa and Sotho)

• Certifi cate in Theology

• Diploma in Theology and Ministry

• Bachelor of Theology Degree



TEE College was established as an anti-
apartheid institution to provide affordable, 
contextual Theological Education within a 
non-racist, non-sexist, ecumenical and multi-
lingual setting.

TEE is designed to assist the natural leaders 
in the church to better equip themselves 
for more effective ministry – both lay and 
ordained  (a ministry that is to be understood 
in the widest possible sense). 

Theological Education by Extension began in 1963 at 
the Evangelical Presbyterian Seminary of Guatemala, 
South America, where teachers were struggling: 
How could a single seminary prepare ministers for a 
diverse range of ministry needs. They created a new 
program that brought the seminary to the student, 
rather than the student to the seminary. Many of the 
prospective seminary students were already running 
parishes and involved in various areas of ministry. 
Now, instead of abandoning ministry work and uprooting 
themselves and their families to attend a residential 
seminary, they could remain at home, economically 
active and involved in their ministry. T.E.E. is not merely 

correspondence or distance education; its tutorial 
structure contextualises the study to equip anyone, 
anywhere, for ministry. 

The concept spread initially to the Caribbean (Honduras 
and West Indies) and further through Latin America 
(Columbia, Bolivia and Brazil), and then to North 
America, Asia, Europe, Australia and Africa. Today TEE is 
to be found worldwide.

In 1975 the National Committee for Theological 
Education of the Southern African Council of Churches 
(SACC) investigated this model of theological education 
and embodied their fi ndings in a report to the SACC. 
Late in 1975 a formal agreement was reached to set 
up a TEE programme in Southern Africa. TEE College 
started on 23 March 1976 as a response to an intensive 
investigation into the need for theological education 
from a wide spectrum of churches. 

• Church of the Province of Southern Africa (CPSA)
• Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA)
• Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa (LUCSA)
• Methodist Church of Southern Africa (MCSA)
• Uniting Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa (UPCSA)
• Roman Catholic Church (RCC)
• The Salvation Army Southern Africa Territory
• United Congregational Church (UCCSA)

March 1976 – December 1982
Fr Louis Peters, OP

January 1983 – September 1983
Rev Johan Kromberg

October 1983 – December 1984
College Executive and Senior Staff

January 1985 – June 1993
Rev Brian Banwell

July 1993 – October 1993
Rev Canon Peter Gunning

November 1993 – December 2000
Dr Gert Steyn

January 2000 – December 2000
Dr Adrian Chatfi eld and Mrs Megan Norgate

January 2001 - present
Rev James Massey 

TEE College’s s fi rst premises were a couple of rented 
rooms at Cathedral Place, Johannesburg – small premises 
adjoining the Roman Catholic Cathedral in Saratoga 
Avenue. Then... 

1978-1979
Telwill House, De Beer Street, Braamfontein, 
Johannesburg

Dec 1981 – 1983
Export House, Bree Street, Johannesburg 

1984-1985
Portland Place, Jorissen Street, Braamfontein, 
Johannesburg

1986 – 1992
Wynrop House, Pritchard Street, Johannesburg

1993 – present
20 Gantner Street, Johannesburg, these were an 
answer to prayer, having been donated by the Transvaal 
Education Department.

WHY

WHEN

MEMBER CHURCHES

WHERE

LEADERS

REGIONAL CENTRES

• Gauteng
• Pretoria
• Rustenburg
•  Venda
• Nelspruit
• Mpumalanga - White River
• Free State
• Kuruman
• Cape Town
• Southern Cape

• Port Elizabeth
• Grahamstown
• East London
• Mthatha
• Durban
• Port Shepstone
• Zimbabwe
• Swaziland
• Lesotho


